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UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND 

in Kyrgyzstan

TERMS OF REFERENCE

For a team of international consultants on demographic projections.
Background 

After the fall of the Soviet Union, Kyrgyzstan inherited quite good statistical systems.  However, due to the fact that during Soviet times national statistical data was finalized and analyzed in Moscow in a centralized way, national capacity in data analysis was weak.  Demographic projections were very important under command economy.  However, demographic projections for Kyrgyzstan were done in Moscow as well.  Therefore, after the independence Kyrgyzstan did not have its own technical capacity and expertise to continue that tradition.  The first national demographic projections after the independence was conducted in 2010 by Higher School of Economics for a period up to 2050 with the support of UNFPA Country Office in Kyrgyzstan.   The first long-term demographic projection showed that Kyrgyzstan will face significant changes in its age structure and ethnic composition.  All such changes should be taken into account in planning and implementation of national policies and strategies. 
Despite the importance of short-term and long-term demographic projections in policy planning and implementation, Kyrgyzstan lacked a responsible body for developing demographic projections.  UNFPA has been advocating for identification of such body.  In 2014 Ministry of Economy has taken responsibility for demographic projections.  It has been agreed that actual calculation will be done by the specialists of the Ministry of Economy.  Scenarios for demographic projections will be developed by an inter-agency technical group consisting of key specialists from relevant ministries. 

Due to the fact that there is no in-country capacity and expertise in demographic projections,   UNFPA plans to attract a group of two highly qualified consultants to develop model of demographic projections and methodology guideline in order to equip Ministry of Economy and technical group with required tools and skills to conduct demographic projections on regular basis. 
Objectives:
· To develop demographic projections model for Kyrgyzstan;
· To strengthen capacity of technical group and Ministry of Economy in preparing national demographic projections. 
Scope of Work:

1. Identify available data and assess capacity of the Ministry of Economy staff;

2. Develop work plan;
3. Develop a demographic projection model for Kyrgyzstan;
4. Discuss and agree on methodology, scope,  time frame and scenarios;
5. Provide training to technical group and relevant Ministry of Economy staff on the selected methodology;
6. Prepare methodological guidelines on use of developed demographic projections model and training module which can be used in conducting further trainings using methodological guideline;
7. Provide hands-on technical assistance with preparation of population projections;
Deliverables: 
1. Initial report containing a) required data, b) capacity assessment of Ministry of Economy staff, c) detailed work plan on how to proceed, d) training plan for technical group and Ministry of Economy;
2. Mission reports;

3. At least 1 progress report;

4. Methodological guideline on the use of demographic projection model and training module;

5. Final report;
Required qualifications: 

· Minimum of a Master’s degree in Demography, Statistics, Economics  or any other relevant related field;

· 5-10 years of proven professional experience in demographic projections;

· Familiarity and previous experience of working in/on Kyrgyzstan /or in Central Asian region is highly desirable;
· Proven experience in developing and conducting trainings on demographic projections;

· Proven experience in developing training materials on demographic projections;
· Fluency in English or Russian.  Fluency in Russian is preferable;
· Ability to travel to Kyrgyzstan and work under given framework and timeline.
Duration of the Contract
This is a two-year project.  Initial duration of the contract:  20-April to 27-November, 2015.  Renewal of contract in 2016 is expected in order to provide further support to the Ministry Economy in practical implementation of demographic projection model.  
Only candidates who can commit for two-year period of time should apply.

Remuneration:
Two consultants are expected to work as a team.  It is expected that in 2015 two consultants will work 50 working days total.  Distribution of number of days for each consultant will depend on competencies of each consultant and distribution of roles.  Remuneration rate will be determined according to UNFPA regulations.  Payment can be made in two installments upon discussion with selected candidates.
Travel of consultants to Kyrgyzstan will be organized by UNFPA.  All travel related costs such as flight tickets, DSA, visa fees will be covered according to UNFPA rules and procedures.
Reporting and supervision:

Consultants will work mainly with a group of specialists of the economic analysis and forecasting department of the Ministry of Economy of the Kyrgyz Republic with UNFPA coordination and support.  Consultants will report to UNFPA Programme Analyst on Population and Development. 
How to apply: 
P11 Form and Expression of Interest in English or Russian should be submitted via email by 27 March 2015 to berdikeyeva(at)unfpa.org with subject line “Demographic projection consultancy”.   
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