Call for Papers 
International Congress Historical Sciences 
International Committee for Historical Demography 
Jinan – China 
23-29 August 2015 
For the session on: 

Gender and Genetics in Historical Mortality Studies 
Deadline for paper proposals: 10 April 2015 
Organizer: 

Angélique JANSSENS 

Radboud University Nijmegen 

The Netherlands 

email: a.janssens@let.ru.nl 

Discussant: 

David L. THOMSON (The University of Hong Kong) 

Session topic 
In recent years there has been an urgent call for a much greater engagement with genetics in the study of contemporary population processes in view of the great scientific advances made by the Human Genome Project. Such an approach is equally called for in the field of historical mortality studies. Traditionally historical demographers have concentrated on a variety of social, economic, and ecological determinants of infant and child survival in the past. Recent studies have moved genetic factors to the top of the research agenda in historical demography as well. It has for instance been demonstrated that infants’ and children’s deaths were not randomly distributed over families but were strongly clustered within only a limited number of families. In addition, the intergenerational transmission of social and demographic behaviour is beginning to attract increasing attention in a wide variety of fields, ranging from economic inequality to marital and fertility patterns. There has been comparatively little focus however on the intergenerational transmission of death and survival, and how this can be explained by the interplay between social, economic and cultural factors and the genetic make-up of families. No doubt this is partly related to the scarcity of adequate data sources since this type of investigation requires the existence of multi-generational data bases. For this session scholars from various countries and disciplinary backgrounds will be invited to address the issue of the role of genetic factors in mortality hazards in the past and how to incorporate this in historical studies. 

Submission of proposals 
Proposals should state clearly what scientific problems are being researched and what type of empirical material will be used. Proposals should be sent to: Angélique Janssens (a.janssens@let.ru.nl). 

Please note: deadline for proposals: 10 April 2015. But if you want to make use of the early bird fee for the conference you should submit before the end of March.
