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Session topic
In recent years there has been an urgent call for a much greater engagement with genetics in the study of contemporary population processes in view of the great scientific advances made by the Human Genome Project . Such an approach is equally called for in the field of historical mortality studies. Traditionally historical demographers have concentrated on a variety of social, economic, and ecological determinants of infant and child survival in the past. Recent studies have moved genetic factors to the top of the research agenda in historical demography as well. It has for instance been demonstrated that infants’ and children’s deaths were not randomly distributed over families but were strongly clustered within only a limited number
of families. In addition, the intergenerational transmission of social and demographic behaviour is beginning to attract increasing attention in a wide variety of fields, ranging from economic inequality to marital and fertility patterns. There has been comparatively little focus however on the intergenerational transmission of death and survival, and how this can be explained by the interplay between social, economic and cultural factors and the genetic make-up of families. No doubt this is partly related to the scarcity of adequate data sources since this type of investigation requires the existence of multi-generational data bases. For this session scholars from various countries and disciplinary backgrounds will be invited to address
the issue of the role of genetic factors in mortality hazards in the past and how to incorporate this in historical studies.

Preliminary topics
Papers are invited on the following topics:
Gendered aspects of the intergenerational transmission of mortality hazards
Demographic, social and economic aspects of death clustering
Role of knowledge, attitudes and behaviour in intergenerational transmission
Genetic effects in intergenerational transmission
Advanced statistical models dealing with intergenerational transmission of mortality hazards
Comparative methods: variation over time and place
This is not an exhaustive list; other topics may be suggested.

Submission of abstracts
Abstracts should be around 800 words, stating clearly the questions that will be examined, the type of empirical material that will be used, and an outline of the main argument that will be developed in the paper. Proposals should be sent to: Angélique Janssens (a.janssens@let.ru.nl).
Please note: deadline for proposals: 31st January 2013.

