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by Shushanik Makaryan

This policy brief examines the migration rhetoric in political party programs of seven post-Soviet states -- Russia, as well as Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia in the South Caucasus, and Belarus, Moldova, Ukraine in the Eastern Europe. All six post-Soviet states in the South Caucasus and in the Eastern Europe are members of the Eastern Partnership (EaP) initiative of the European Union since 2009. The examinations, conducted by CARIM-East country experts, revealed that political party programs failed to reflect the significance of migration policy as a priority in their party programs. Migration issues remained vaguely elaborated, in some countries barely mentioned in the political party programs. If included in the party programs, the discussion of migration appeared problem-centred rather than migration policy-centred, i.e. there were few, if any policy proposals on migration, and migration remained heavily linked to domestic problems, such as socio-economic causes of migration (e.g. unemployment) or demographic consequences (e.g. low child-birth, depopulation). In other cases, such as in Ukraine and Russia, the migration issues have been entangled with the ethno-politics, and have appeared in conjunction with the debate on the protection of the culture, rights and opportunities for migrants and minorities (on the liberal side) or on protecting the titular nation and strengthening its culture amidst "migrant invasion" (on the conservative side). The proposals from political parties to reform the migration policy of the country, or adopt certain legislation related to migration issues were rare for some of the examined post-Soviet states (such as in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus). Here most of the migration-related legislative initiatives came from the government.
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